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Since Satyagraha is one of the most powerful methods
of direct action, a Satyagrahi exhausts all other means
before he resorts to Satyagraha. He will, therefore, cons-
tantly and continually approach the constituted
authority, he will appeal to public opinion, educate
public opinion, state his case calmly and coolly before
everybody who wants to listen to him, and only after
he has exhausted all these avenues will he resort to
Satyagraha. But when he has found the impelling call
of the inner voice within him and launches out upon
Satyagraha he has burnt his boats and there is no receding.
Young India, 20-10-'27

The word Satyagraha is often most loosely used arbd
is made to cover veiled violence. But as the author of
the word I may be allowed to say that it excludes every
form of violence, veiled or unveiled, and whether in
thought, word or deed. It is a breach of Satyagraha to
wish ill to an opponent or to say a harsh word to him
or of him with the intention of harming him. . . .
Satyagraha is gentle, it never wounds. It must not be the
result of anger or malice. It is never fussy, never impa-
tient, never vociferous. It is the direct opposite of
compulsion. It Was conceived as a complete substitute
for violence.

Harijan,  15-4-'33
Duragraha

(Following the report of Gandhiji's arrest on his
way to the Punjab early in April, 1919, outbreaks of
violence took place in Bombay and other places. When
he was brought back to Bombay under police escort
and released on the 11th April, he caused a message
to be read at all meetings that evening, in the course
'of which he remarked as follows):